
 

 

A guide to calculation at Park Hall Academy 

 

We hope these guides will explain the progression of the calculation methods 

used at Park Hall Academy. 

Even though the strategies for calculations are set out in yearly expectations, it 

is important that children are secure in a particular method before they move 

on to the next one. Children will be at varying stages in their move towards this 

efficiency.  

Children will continue to develop their mental methods of calculation both 

prior to and alongside any formal written methods.  

The use of concrete apparatus and pictorial representations help to support 

children with their conceptual understanding. This method of learning ensures 

children learn why the methods work, not just how to perform them.  

At Park Hall Academy, we believe all children have the capability to become 

Masters at Maths. Through having a ‘positive growth mindset’ and a ‘can do 

attitude’ children have unlimited maths potential and being good at maths is 

all about working hard and not about being ‘smart.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions that can help to extend children’s thinking 

Asking questions is a great way of understanding your child’s thinking. It can 

give you a real insight into their learning and help you to understand if they are 

making errors. Remember not to only ask when children go wrong, but also to 

explain why they are correct. This encourages them to always think deeply. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

  

 


